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In the beginning of this Kubrick assignment, I had absolutely no idea on how to do a Kubrick 
inspired film. Normally my head is full of so many ideas that my head hurts. But trying to 
think of an idea for a film left me scratching my head at three in the morning.  
So then I got thinking. Thinking about all the different types of styles that Kubrick used and 
how he would incorporate them into his films. So after looking at a couple of his films 
online,  I came up with my first idea to make the film in black and white. Then came the 
second idea. Taking inspiration from the silent movie ‘The Artist’ I thought about making a 
non-dialogue film. This was something that I found to be challenging as I'm a dialogue heavy 
writer in the ways I tell my stories.  
So I started writing a draft of a short, two – three minute long film and only got a far as half 
a page.  

   
This is the screen-grab from my Amazon Story Writer page. Showing the first idea I had. 
Amazon Storywriter. 2017. Story Writer . [ONLINE] Available at: https://storywriter.amazon.com/scripts/tMAkKoUnFvhN. [Accessed 27 March 2017]. 

So that idea went down the toilet and so did my idea to try and direct a movie all in one  
continuous shot.  Again, this failed, Mainly because the lack of ideas and the lack of time 
that I had to write the film, find actors to act in the film, find a location for the film and 
direct the film and this is all before I enter the post production stage.  
So I looked at different ideas, I watched a couple of the films from last years group on 
YouTube to see what they did. And to see if watching them would spark something within 
me. It's safe to say that's it did not. But great films from the year 1. 
The title of my film was entitled “2017” itself an homage to “2001.” The other elements and 
homages of Kubrick that I used were keeping the film in black and white as influenced by 
“Doctor Strange Love. “ and the long introduction was again inspired by “2001.”  
The use of classical music was hard for me because I am not a fan of classical music. I like my 
music to have lyrics so that the lyrics can be related to the story.  But, nonetheless, I started 
looking Into the different types of Classical music.   After listening to multiple hours of music 
ranging from slow jazz, all the way to the theme tune to the Netflix original series,  “House 
Of Cards.” 

https://storywriter.amazon.com/scripts/tMAkKoUnFvhN


So even after I listened to classical music, for what seemed like for ever! I still had no idea 
on what to do. Then I spoke to the class LSA an he told me that I should try and use some of 
the pieces of work that I've written it the past and try and incorporate those story ideas and 
try and Kubrickise them. That's my word. I've coined it.  
Once I had looked through all the pieces of written work, I.e. plays, novels, scrips and short 
stories that I've produced over the years. In case you're wondering, there were a lot.  So 
after I had shifted through the endless amount of writing I've done. I found a piece that 
might have worked for Kubrick.  
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But again, this idea fell through like a pancake. When it came to filming, It was literally 
impossible to find an empty room in the whole of the college.  So then I said to Tammy, who 
I was filming with, that we should just get some symmetry shots of the college and go from 
there. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
This is a shot of Tammy, setting the camera up for the 'Shot of the stair' scene. 
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With the deadline moving closer and closer, the filming was done in about an hour, so then I 
had to edit the film and add some classical music. Once I had done this, I looked at a quote 
from Kubrick, I thought this would bring the topic full circle.  
 
Overall, I think this piece could've been a lot better, had I stuck to a time table. But I am 
pleased with the final product and am pleased with the outcome. 
 
I look forward to the next unit. 


