
STANLEY KUBRICK 

Written By: Connor James Norton 

 

 



STANLEY KUBRICK |  
Written By: Connor James Norton 

Page 1 of  2 

 

Kubrick Essay 

 In this essay, I intend to look at the life and work of acclaimed movie 
director/photographer and screen writer, Stanley Kubrick, who is best known for his films, 
“2001 A Space Odyssey “, “Doctor Strange Love.” “Full Metal Jacket.”  and “The Shining.”  
  

Now to most people, Kubrick is the best film director of all time, his films are 
considered classics and the best of the best. But to some and to myself, he’s not that great. 
He’s just self-centered narcissist who’s in love with his own mythology.  
 

 I find his films to be boring and un-engaging and from the reaction that I observed  
from my peer group, they felt the same.  Out of the three that we watched. ‘Full Metal Jacket’ 
was my favorite one. Mainly because It gives us a true to life story with the Vietnam War.  A 
lot of Kubrick’s other work are adaptions, see ‘Lolita’  the 1955 novel written by Russian 
American novelist Vladimir Nabokov and ‘2001’ 1968 science fiction novel written by 
British writer Arthur C. Clarke, for examples. They were both popular books, before Kubrick 
turned them into movies.  But with FMJ, it’s a breath of fresh air from the boring tales of his 
other films. 

 
In FMJ, I found the characters to be likable and heartwarming. I felt for the character 

of Private Leonard Lawrence (played by ‘Law and Order: Criminal Intent’ star  Vincent 
D'Onofrio), his portrayal of Sargent Pyle is amazing and when he ( spoiler alert) shoots 
himself in the back the head, I really felt the emotional punch.  One thing I do like about 
Kubrick’s work is how he fleshes out his characters.  

 
He understands his characters so well that he knows how they’ll react in any 

situation. This is a tip I’ve taken into my own writing. Knowing who the characters are and 
what their story is makes for a more loveable and memorable character.  

 
I could write for hours and hours a list of reasons for why I don’t like Stanley 

Kubrick, but I’m not going to do that. Not yet anyway. This is still a one-thousand-word 
essay, so I guess anything is possible. But, let’s start with the one film that people absolutely 
love, It’s tale as old as time, and a song as old as rhyme. I’m not talking about the new 
‘Beauty and the Beast’ movie, I am of course talking about “2001 A Space Odyssey.” God, what 
a boring film this was.  

 
First, lets point out how crazy it was of him to imagine the future a full three 

decades before it had arrived. Secondly, it was a complete misjudgment of what life 
would’ve been like in 2001.  We all thought not much would change but we’d live under 
water. How wrong were we? But try it, right now, think to yourself, in thirty years’ time, 
how much would change? Not a lot, although there might not be much of a world if Donald 
Trump gets his way.  But enough about one narcissist  and let's get back on to Stanley 
Kubrick. Why am I calling him a narcissist? Well let's look at the evidence, exhibit A. 
Symmetry.  Stanley Kubrick LOVES to be symmetrical, or have a One-Point-Perspective. In 
anyone of his films, I’ll bet you any money, that there’s a One, P P in there somewhere, so 
let's see the evidence. 
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This is a screen shot from the movie ‘Full Metal Jacket’ showing the use of Kubrick’s; 
One Point Perspective shots  
 ("Kubrick // One-Point Perspective") 
 

 
 
Kubrick also loved using space and other dimensions as themes for his movies, I’m 

not saying if you’re a nerd, then you’re a narcissist, I’m not saying that. But I think we can all 
agree, that his use of space and different realities, let’s all be glad he didn’t see the upside 
down, otherwise he would’ve have had a field day!  

 
Another piece of evidence, exhibit C, if you like. Was his use of music. Now this point 

I have no objection to, because if there was one thing that Stanley Kubrick done well was 
use music in his films. Would you like an example? Well go back and watch the scene in 
‘2001’ just after the monkey has thrown the bone? Up in the air, and watch it as it 
transitions into a space ship. Seriously, why is that scene so good? It’s not. That’s probably 
the only thing I object to. But the case still stands.  Using the 1898 Waltz, Kubrick not only 
tells a story for the eyes, but one for the ears.  

 
Have I convinced you yet? This wasn’t’ how I thought this essay would go when I 

started seven-hundred and forty-five words ago, but far we have come. Some might like to 
call this a theory and it’s what it is. It’s a theory. But once you start considering it, it’s a 
theory that makes sense. It might not make as much sense as Grassy Knoll or placed 
explosives down the elevator shafts of the buildings or even just simply, it was Philip and 
the Queen, but it does make sense. 

 
I’ve probably strayed off topic and that’s fine cause I was told to write a Kubrick 

essay between eight hundred and one thousand words, and I have done. Even if it is, quarter 
to one In the morning. I have finished.  
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